
AJOB DESCRIPTION 
MURFREESBORO MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSES 

IRRIGATION TECHNICIAN 
 

1. JOB TITLE:  IRRIGATION TECHNICIAN 
 

2. DEFINITION:  The employee in this class is full-time and is responsible for the maintenance 
and repair of existing irrigation and the installation of new irrigation.  The employee also 
operates vehicles and equipment in either a specific or variety of maintenance, construction 
and/or utility tasks.  The work is performed in conformance with policies of the city; however, 
there are times the employee must exercise independent judgment when completing tasks.  This 
employee is under the immediate supervision of the Turf Care Manager, the Turf Care 
Supervisor, and the Director of Golf of the Golf Course Department.  All employees are 
responsible to the City Manager.  This position is classified as non-exempt for the purpose of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act, as having no significant occupational exposure to bloodborne 
pathogens, and as Safety Sensitive; this employee is subject to pre-employment, reasonable 
suspicion, post-accident, random, promotion and transfer, return to duty, and follow-up drug and 
alcohol testing.  The employee is subject to a pre-employment physical examination with a 
written statement from the physician as to the employee’s ability to meet the physical strength 
and dexterity requirements of the position. 

 
3. EQUIPMENT/JOB LOCATION: 

 
a. The employee will operate irrigation field controllers, pipes, valves, irrigation sprinkler 

heads, light/heavy vehicles, automobiles, tractors, riding mowers, and push or pull 
mowers.  The employee will also work with electrical wiring as related to the irrigation 
systems. 

b. The work will be performed outside on the golf course grounds and in the maintenance 
building.  Work is characterized by the necessity for considerable physical exertion and 
by working outdoors under extreme weather conditions.  Work involves heavy lifting, 
exposure to chemicals, fumes, and machinery with moving parts, loud noise, dirt and 
irrigated water.   

 
      4.  ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE JOB:  
 

a. Operates the irrigation system on a daily basis. 
b. Detects and makes necessary repairs to the irrigation system. 
c. Accurately read various gauges as related to the irrigation system. 
d. Operates light/heavy duty vehicles, riding mowers, backhoes, push mowers, rakes, 

shovels, blowers, sprayers, hand saws, hydraulic boom, small tools and any other 
equipment associated with turf care. 

e. Stands for long periods of time and uses hand tools, water hoses and weed eaters. 
f. Communicates effectively with other employees in the maintenance department and pro 

shop area. 
g. Sits, stands, stoops and walks intermittently. 
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h. Must perform manual labor for extended periods under some unfavorable climatic 
conditions frequently lifting objects weighing up to 100 pounds. 

i. Shovels dirt, sand and other materials. 
j. Must be able to perform job duties as described on the essential functions addendum. 

     
5.  ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF WORK PERFORMED:
                 

Performs other duties and special projects as assigned. 
 
   6.  REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND ABILITIES:
 

a. Must be 18 years of age. 
b. Must possess a driver’s license valid in the State of Tennessee with the ability to safely 

operate a motor vehicle. 
c. Must have legal authorization to work in the United States of America. 
d. Must have two years of work experience related to irrigation systems. 
e. Must submit to and pass drug and alcohol screening. 
f. Knowledge of and/or the ability to learn about the care and proper use of tools and 

equipment used in the development and maintenance of the irrigation system, greens, 
tees, fairways, hazards, bunkers, irrigation systems, and general grounds of the golf 
course. 

g. Ability to quickly learn maintenance, care and construction of greens, tees, fairways, 
hazards, bunkers, irrigation systems and general grounds of the golf course. 

h. Knowledge of and/or ability to learn about turf disease, insects, rodents, chemicals, and 
methods used to control these undesirable elements. 

i. Knowledge of and/or the ability to learn about golf rules and play. 
j. Ability to establish and maintain an effective working relationship with other employees 

and the public. 
k. Knowledge of and/or the ability to learn occupational hazards and safety precautions. 
l. Ability to distinguish between different materials, with the ability to read and understand 

label information. 
m. Must have sufficient physical strength and ability to independently and repeatedly lift, 

move and carry objects weighing up to 100 pounds and to repeatedly lift, move and carry 
objects weighing more than 100 pounds with assistance. 

n. Ability to work flexible hours with some weekend and holiday work required. 
o. Ability to perform frequent overtime work. 
p. Ability to report for work on time and perform the duties of the job for an entire workday. 
q. Must be able to pass physical abilities test/post offer screen for employment. 

 
 
Non-exempt 
Safety Sensitive 
August 12, 2005 
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ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS ADDENDUM 
MURFREESBORO MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSES 

IRRIGATION TECHNICIAN 
 
 
 The employee in this area is full time and works 5 days a week, 8 hours a day with a 1-hour 
lunch break.  The irrigation technician is responsible for the maintenance and repair of existing irrigation 
and the installation of new irrigation. The employee also operates vehicles and equipment in either a 
specific or variety of maintenance, construction, and/or utility tasks.  The irrigation technician will 
operate irrigation field controllers, pipes, valves, irrigation sprinkler heads, light/heavy vehicles, 
tractors, riding mowers, and push or pull mowers.  The employee will work with electrical wiring as 
related to the irrigation systems.  Work is performed outdoors while exposed to dampness, fumes, odors, 
dust, dirt, rain, sleet, snow, heat, chemicals, machinery with moving parts, loud noise, and irrigated 
water.  This position requires physical endurance during periods of extreme weather conditions. 
 
 
Physical Demands 
 
Rarely – suggests the employee is required to perform tasks less than 8 repetitions per hour, or less than 
33% of the day. 
 
Occasional – suggests the employee is required to perform tasks 8-15 repetitions per hour, or 33% of the 
day. 
 
Frequent – suggests the employee is required to perform tasks 16-32 repetitions per hour, or 34-65% of 
the workday. 
 
Constant – suggests the employee is required to perform tasks 33 or more repetitions per hour, or 66% 
or higher of a workday. 
 
 
Lift  Rarely  Occasional  Frequent  Constant
<20#                           X 
20-50#                       X 
50-75#          X           
75-100#    X                
>100#     X         
 
Push/Pull 
<50#                   X 
50-100#         X                 
100-150#    X            
>150#     X 
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Municipal Golf Courses 
Irrigation Technician 
 
Depending on the job duties needed to be done for the day the groundskeeper may be performing lifting 
and pulling on a more frequent or less frequent basis.  However, job duties may change throughout the 
week depending on the needs of the city golf courses.         
 
 
Bending/Squatting/Twisting/Crouching – Is required constantly throughout the day maintaining, and 
repairing the irrigation system or installing new irrigation.  Also required when assisting the 
groundskeeper or equipment mechanic.  When working equipment to maintain landscaping it requires 
constant bending, squatting, twisting or a combination of all 3 components. 
 
Pushing/Pulling – Is required constantly while working on jobs for the irrigation system including the 
maintenance or repair of pipes, valves, and sprinkler heads.  Also required constantly when assisting job 
duties for landscaping including weed eating, push/pull mower, etc.  
 
Lifting/Carrying – Is required constantly in lifting hand tools, and in the maintenance and repair of 
pipes, valves, and sprinkler heads for the irrigation system.  Also required occasionally lifting reels from 
a mower, bags of seed and fertilizer, lifting rock, trash, debris, push mowers, fuel cans and other 
material used in the repair, maintenance, and construction of the entire golf course. 
 
The following items were weighed and can be lifted, carried, pushed, pulled, or manipulated in a fashion 
using all 4 components: 
 
Item      Weight
Shovel with dirt    13# 
Bag of concrete    80# 
Bag of seed     50# 
Fairway mower reel unit   165# 
Trim mower reel unit    135# 
Walking green mower reel unit  208# 
Gang mower     240# 
Case of chemicals    26.5# 
Tire from a mower    35# 
Limbs/branches    64# 
      41# 
Backpack sprayer (full with 4 gallons) 60# 
Backpack blower    38# 
Weed eater     13# 

     18# 
Valve      90# 
Fertilizer spreader    400# 
(Moved by 4 people) 

 
The irrigation technician is able to get help lifting heavy objects, but must be able to lift up to 100#. 
 
Standing/Walking – Required constantly throughout the day. 
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Municipal Golf Courses 
Irrigation Technician 
 
Sitting – Required frequently throughout the day operating a truck, truckster, rough mower, tractor, or 
riding mowers. 
 
Reaching – Is required constantly and occurs in most of all task involved with golf course maintenance.  
Employees will reach while mowing, raking bunkers, weed eating, loading fertilizer spreaders, 
landscaping, pruning, and maintenance to equipment and buildings.  The irrigation technician also 
reaches while maneuvering pipes, valves, and sprinkler heads in the ground. 
 
Manual dexterity/Gripping – Performed constantly in all tasks that are performed on the golf course 
everyday. 
 
Fine Motor Control – Can be performed constantly when using small hand tools. 
 
Overhead activity – Required occasionally when sawing, loading seed and fertilizer, and hammering. 
 
Driving – Can be performed frequently depending on the job for the day, driving a truck, truckster, 
riding mower, rough mower, or a tractor. 
 
Climbing Ladders  - Performed rarely. 
 
Tools handled: 
Shovel 
Hammers 
Wrenches 
Weed eater  
Chain saw  
Sharpening tools 
Mowers 
Backpack sprayers 
Backpack blowers 
Rakes 
Valves 
Pipes 
Sprinkler heads 
 
Work Conditions 
Exposed to: 
Hot temperatures 
Cold temperatures 
Sudden changes in temperatures 
Noise  
Slippery surfaces 
Rain  
Snow 
Dust/Dirt 
Fumes 
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Municipal Golf Courses 
Irrigation Technician 
 
 
Need physical ability for: 
Squatting 
Bending/Crouching 
Stooping 
Hand gripping 
Fine motor control 
Twisting 
Hand/Eye coordination 
Pushing/Pulling 
Lifting/Carrying 
Reaching 
Overhead activity 
Climbing 
Driving 
Foot control 
 
Addendum 
February 27, 2002 
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